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CAMELLIA NEWS
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Greetings Camellia Friends,
The general meeting on October 15 was excellent. We had a panel to whom questions were
directed and answered. The members seemed to enjoy being able to find out information to help
with their camellias. Some of the things to do now are: feed with 0-10-10 or 2-10-10 fertilizer,
disbud for better and bigger blooms, water regularly, and do light pruning where necessary. Barbara
shared a type of bingo game using camellia names. Everyone really enjoyed the game and the
prizes. There could have been problems with writing in camellia names, but Cindy brought about 50
pictures of camellias to help with the plant order. Needless to say the pictures were very helpful for
ordering as well as for the Camellia Bingo Game. The plant order will be going to Nuccio’s Nursery
on the 26th of October.
Another thing we discussed was Camellia Show Sponsors. Some may not understand how this
works. A member can go to some of their favorite, local merchants and ask them to help sponsor
our show, telling them how much it benefits the community. For example, Tony asks City Tire on
McHenry. I ask Price Ford in Turlock, and Barbara asks the Fresh Ideas floral company. It helps to
ask businesses that we frequent. The worst thing that can happen is they may say no thanks. Try it,
you might like it - and it certainly will be a big help to the club, as well as letting the merchant know
that you value their services.
Sylvia provided some excellent refreshments. There were a variety of aram sandwiches, cupcakes,
and varied drinks. Everyone enjoyed the snacks as we continued with the meeting and had our
customary raﬄe.
Our next meeting will be Nov. 12, 2017. The plans are to have Tony demonstrate repotting of one
gallon camellia plants into two gallon containers. We will also fill 25-30 shoeboxes for the annual
Operation Christmas Child drive. These shoe boxes are distributed around the world to needy
children in 100 countries. See the article on the next page for what to bring.
December 10, 2017 will be our Christmas Dinner and gift exchange. The dinner will be catered for
the main dish and we will all bring assorted salads, side dishes, breads, and desserts. The location
will be our usual meeting place at the regular time of 1:30 PM. More
information will be coming soon.
YCF,
Marvin
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“The Saved Seed” is a beautifully written and illustrated
book that takes children on the amazing journey of how a
seed extracted and saved from a Halloween pumpkin
grows into another pumpkin. The engaging narrative oﬀers
young readers a glimpse at how seeds that produce the
fruits and vegetables they enjoy originate from plants in
nature - not in commercial packaging found in retail
stores. This book provides a wonderful introduction to
gardening, written to instill the love and appreciation for
the life cycle of plants, as well as how children can
experience a sense of wonder and delight in growing their
own plants from seeds. (especially camellias)
To purchase: www.gardenclub.org

or call

Member services 1-800-550-6007
(recommended by the California Garden Clubs in their current newsletter and
reprinted with permission from their member services department)
californiagardenclubs.com is the organization responsible for allowing its member
clubs to purchase insurance at a reasonable rate. Thank you.

___________________________________________________________________________

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - packing the shoeboxes
At our next meeting, November 12, 2017, the members will be packing
many shoeboxes for children in need all over the world. More than 146
million shoeboxes have been distributed in the 24 years of this project,
sponsored by Samaritans Purse, to children in orphanages, poverty
situations, and disaster areas in over 100 countries. If you would like to
help make a child feel loved and happy, please join us for this great activity.
We need everyone to bring whatever they can to add to the shoeboxes.
Some of the needed items are: small bars of soap, toys, stuﬀed animals,
socks, hats, school supplies, jumprope, jacks, yoyo, - anything that would
bring a smile to the child.
Due to customs regulations, we are no longer able to include toothpaste, candy, anything chocolate,
lotions, or liquids of any kind. Also, please do not bring any toys related to war, such as soldier
figures, toy guns, etc. Thank you for your help!!!
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November is a good month for planting Camellias and the Sasanquas are starting or are in full bloom.
Transplanting “can” be done. If you have any Air Layering on plants you should take them off and
plant them as well. At this writing a good rain is forecast for the Modesto area and it would be a good
time to feed with a 0-0-22 fertilizer, if you haven’t already. (As usual always follow the directions on
the package). If you are planning to show blooms you should start Gibbing now. (To find out more
about Gibbing you can go to this website:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVlUiDAroas

Happy Thanksgiving!!!

Camellia Society of Modesto
www.camelliasocietyofmodesto.org
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