
President’s Message 

Hello Fellow Camellia Lovers, 

 
   This new year gives us a chance to look back over the last year 

and look forward to the new year.  As many of you know we had a 
wonderful Christmas dinner at  the Bel Piatto restaurant in mid 
December.  Last November at our general meeting we enjoyed an 

insect expert from Modesto Junior College.  Morris Nursery’s Ron 
Huffman gave a wonderfully interesting talk on drought tolerant 
plants during our October meeting.  September helped us all get 

reacquainted at our Ice Cream Social where new members were 
also welcomed. 

 
   January 10, 2016 will be our first meeting of the new year 

and we are pleased to have Don and Joan Lesmeister as guest speakers to give tips 

on setting up blooms for judging. We will be meeting at our usual location (16th and G 
streets in downtown Modesto). This will get us all in the mood for showing our blossoms 

successfully at the upcoming shows in February and March.  On the 16th of January the 
judges’ symposium will be held at Club Pheasant in Sacramento. This meeting is a must 
for anyone who needs to renew their judging certification.  February 6 brings us to the  

first meeting of the Northern California Camellia Council (NCCC) and mini show held at 
John’s Incredible Pizza right here in Modesto. Stay tuned for more information to come. 
 

   So far, everything looks great while we move toward the beginning of the camellia season 
and our camellia show March 19 & 20, 2016 at the beautiful Gallo Administration Build-

ing. Please be sure to mark these dates on your calendar, as we are going to need every-
one’s help to set up for the show and also to attend and bring your camellia blooms. 
 

   If you have any questions, suggestions, or problems please feel free to contact any of the 
board members. Check out our website for contact information or give me a call anytime. 
 

YCF, 
Marvin Bort  

  
 

Camellia Society of Modesto                                       
2015-16                                                  

www.camelliasocietyofmodesto.org 

General Meetings are held on the second Sunday of each month at 1:30 p.m. at the SDA Church                 

Fellowship Hall 16th and G Street, Modesto 



CAMELLIA CULTURE                      Royce Rhoads  
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 The first step is to become familiar with the growing condi-

tions in your yard. These conditions include: the low temperatures (zone 9, 20 – 30 de-
grees F) and high temperatures (zone 9, 85 -100 degrees F, (protected from direct 
sunlight),  pH of the soil (6.0 – 6.5), drainage (well draining soil), sun intensity and shade 

effect: Heat tolerance and shading are also factors when caring for camellias. In our USDA 
zone 9, camellias in direct sun could cause sunburn on the leaves and result in poor 

growth. Sasanquas are more tolerant of direct sun than japonicas and reticulatas, but all 

camellias grow best in filtered sunlight. 

 Camellias grow the best in a protected environment receiving moderate afternoon 

shade, such as, beneath tall trees that have high limbs or along the east or north side of a 
building.  After you have decided where your new camellia will be placed, the next step will 

be a trip to the nursery to find the camellia you like. When to buy your plants depends a 
lot on where you buy them. Retail nurseries and garden centers do business when plants 
are in full bloom. By doing that you will be able to see exactly what you’re getting. If you 

buy in their dormant state, check the tag to get the name of the plant. Ask the clerk to 
look up the plant to see what the bloom will look like. This will ensure you will get the 

flower and color you want. 

 Finally, before you purchase the plant make sure its healthy and its leaves are lush 

and green. Avoid plants that have pale leaves, overly leggy growth, or roots protruding to 

far through the drain holes. Happy Gardening!!!! 

Segments were taken from Sunset Magazine. Values in ( ) are values for USDA zone 9. 

C. Yuletide - Sasanqua. Originated by 

Nuccio’s Nurseries, California in 1963. 

seedling of ‘Hiryu’.  

C. Egao - Sasanqua. Name means 

“smiling face” in Japanese.  Imported to 

the U.S. by Nuccio’s Nurseries, Califor-
nia in either 1972 or 1977 (?).  

Happy New Year!!! The winter and spring months are good times to start 

thinking about camellias for your yard.  The USDA plant hardiness 

zone map will help you find the right  camellia for your area 

(zone 9 is the Modesto Area).  Japonicas are the most cold-hardy 

camellias, sasanquas are the next and the reticulatas are the 

least hardy.  



Photography Contest 2016 

Get out your cameras and start capturing the beauty of your camellia blossoms.  

Enter Modesto Camellia Societies Photo Contest 2016. 

Categories are: 

 Single Camellia 

 Camellias used in Landscaping 

 Camellia(s) with a pet 

 Camellia(s) with a child/children 

 Humorous 

PHOTOGRAPHY RULES 

Members of any camellia society are welcome to enter.                                                                                                          

Four entries per family, one entry per category.  

All entries must be 8 x 10” and black matted. 

Each entry must have an entry card completed and attached to the back of the photo.  

(cards available at the show). 

To qualify for judging, all entries must be submitted March 21st before 10 a.m.                                                                                                                              

The Camellia Society of Modesto retains the right to use your winning  photo(s) 

2015 Winners: Cindy Cook won “Best Single Camellia” with her photo of C.Fire Dance 

Variegated growing in her garden and Barbara Bort’s “Best Camellia With Pet” featuring 
her dog Olive with C.Mrs. Nelly Eastman.  Cindy’s photo will be featured on the cover of 

the 2016 Modesto Camellia Show Program and posters.  Barbara’s winning photo will be 
featured on the 2016 Show Schedule.  Start snapping photos of your blooms, be creative.  

Perhaps your photo will be featured in 2017. 
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CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS AT OUR 
         2015 Christmas Dinner 
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Who’s Who on Your Board of Directors 

Marvin Bort-President    209-537-9945 

David Ellis-Vice President  209-557-0736 

Shirley Ellis-Secretary   209-557-0736                                                                          

Barbara Bort-Treasurer   209-537-9945 

Maxine Lozano-Historian  209-522-4682 

 

RECIPE CORNER 
This month’s recipe is provided courtesy of member Shirley Ellis. Thanks Shirley, it 

sounds and looks delicious. I can’t think of a better treat to accompany a delicious Italian 

meal than this cheesy, buttery garlic bread.  

 

 

Bubbly Cheese Garlic Bread 

Ingredients 

1/2 cup butter, softened 

2 cloves garlic, crushed 

1/2 to 1 cup creamy Italian salad dressing 

1 cup shredded Mozzarella 

2 tsp. dried parsley 

L loaf French or Italian bread, halved lengthwise 

 

Instructions 

Preheat oven to 35o degrees F 

Combine butter, garlic and salad dressing together in a large bowl 

Arrange bread on a baking sheet, cut side up 

Spread butter mixture over slices 

Spread the cheese mixture and sprinkle parsley evenly on the bread pieces 

Bake in preheated oven for 20 minutes, until cheese is melted and bubbly 

Slice each half into 8 pieces; serve warm. 

Super Bowl is coming up February 7th.  Send me your favorite Super Bowl recipe...perhaps 

a yummy Super Bowl Lasagna or your favorite hors d'oeuvres.                     

Email your recipe to: patriciawarner3@gmail.com 

Page 5 



 

2/06/16  NCCC Spring Meeting and Mini Show                                                        
John’s Pizza, 2225 Plaza Pkwy, Modesto,  Contact:  Barbara Bort 209-537-9945                                                                      

 

2/13/16  San Francisco Peninsula Camellia Society Show,                                                                               
CAB Community Activities Building, 1400 Roosevelt Avenue, Redwood City.                                                                     
Contact: Linda Kancev, 650-574-1220  

  

2/20/16  Camellia Society of Santa Clara County Show,                                                                       
Community Recreation Center, 969 Kiely Blvd., Santa Clara.                                                                                      
Contact: John Mendoza, 408-249-5606 

 

3/05-06/16  Camellia Society of Sacramento Show,                                                                                          

Memorial Auditorium, 1515 J Street, Sacramento.                                                                                                       
Contact: Carol Schanz, 916-447-1969 or Don Lesmeister, 916-967-8420  

 

3/12/16  Northern California Camellia Society Show,                                                                                           

St. Andrews Celebration Center, 1601 Mary Drive, Pleasant Hill.                                                                                  
Contact: Don Bergamini, 925-229-0775 or Bob Ehrhart, 925-937-0188 

 

3/19-20/16 Camellia Society of Modesto Show                                                                                                  

Ernest & Julio Gallo Administration Building 600 Yosemite Blvd., Modesto.                                                                                                

Contact: Cindy Cook 209-484-13696 or Marvin Bort 209-537-9945 

       

                
Northern California Camellia Council 

Camellia Show Calendar 

Plan on Attending 

Plan on Showing your blooms at all the Shows 

Congratulations!  You may be a Winner 

 

2016 Judges Symposium to be held in West Sacramento   

This is your opportunity to renew your certification or for those who might be interested 

in becoming Novice Judge.    

Note:  Those wishing to become Novice Judges                                                                                                

must be a current member of the American Camellia Society.                                                                                                                                                       

Join at:  https://www.americancamellias.com/american-camellia-society/become-a-member 

The symposium will be held at The Club Pheasant 2525 Jefferson Blvd, West Sacramento                                  

January 16, 2016 10:00 a.m. to 3:00                                                           

A buffet lunch will be available for purchase.  You must R.S.V.P. if you plan on attending. 

Please contact: Don Bergamini camelliadon@comcast.net                                                                                   

or Don Lesmeister jonanddon@comcast.net    to reserve your place. 


